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I had made a fishing excursion to the northern edge
of the great woods, in company with a classmate to
the manner born, and had learned the need in my
excursions of precautions against the bewilderment
which follows the loss of one's sense of direction.
He told me of one of the inexperienced assistants
of a surveying party of which he was a member,
engaged in running a township line in the trackless
forest, who ventured to leave the line a few minutes,
and, before he could recover it, though only a short
distance from his party, had become quite insane,
and could only be compelled to return with his com-
panions by force. An artist friend who had sketched
on the southern border of the Wilderness told me
of a similar experience of an English shoemaker who
came to settle in a village on the southern edge of
the woods, and who, after a short residence, went
out to fish in a stream not far from home. He did
not return, and, though protracted search was made
for him, no trace of him, nor even of his clothing,
was ever discovered, except that a resident in a
neighboring village said that, a day or two after the
stranger had disappeared, a man answering to the
description came to his door, his clothes in tatters,
and, in a wild and incoherent manner, asked the way
to the village from which he had gone, but, before
any reply could be made, started off running and
disappeared in the woods again. He had contracted
the woods madness and so perished.

Of this danger I was well informed, and, beside,
I was more or less a child of the woodlands, and hadafter. He had afully appreciatehed to devote myself.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